374                MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY
in colour : they are armed with lateral " shaving-brush "
tufts of hair, which are easily detachable, and cause great
irritation if they enter the skin. The caterpillars are often
gregarious, constructing a common shelter of silk under which
they rest by day. The pupa is dark brown or black, and is
enclosed in a cocoon of tightly woven silk and hair, placed on
the food-plant or on the surface of the soil. Hibernation takes
place in the egg larval or pupal stage: in one case in this
country the imago emerges in winter. Occasionally the moths
pass several years in the pupal stage.
The sexes can usually be distinguished without much
difficulty, the females being larger, paler in colour, and with
the antennae less strongly pectinate, than the males.
Certain species in this family are leaf-eating pests, the most
important being the Lackey, Malacosoma neustria, and allied
species, on apple. The larvae of these moths are known as
Tent caterpillars, as they are gregarious and spin a common
web. In certain years they abound, and completely defoliate
whole orchards. They are controlled by an arsenical spray,
or by the destruction of the shelters. The Lackey is a
European moth, but similar pests of the same genus occur in
North America. These moths are attacked by parasites,
particularly Tachinid flies, to a very great extent.
ENDROMIDJE.
Hind-wing with vein 8 connected with the cell by a bar near
the base ; vein lc absent; fore-wing with vein 5 nearer 4
than 6 ; frenulum absent.
This family consists of one species only, Endromis versicolor,
the Kentish Glory. It is found throughout central and
northern Europe, including Britain.
Endromis is a large moth, brown or buff in colour, with two
black cross-lines on the wings, and a V-shaped black mark in
the centre of the fore-wings. The antennae are of moderate
length, pectinated in the male and slightly so in the female:
the proboscis is aborted. The males fly strongly in the
sunlight, but the females do not become active until night.
" Assembling " is characteristic of this species: as many as
a hundred males have been observed to visit one female.